others have obtained in animals, Dr Currie very wisely and continuously warns against uncritical acceptance and interpretations of such results. Indeed there are moments in the book when it seems that Dr Currie has ambitions to become a latter-day Woglom (who in 1929 in an incisive analytical review demolished tumour immunology), but in the end his courage deserts him.
It is clear, for example, that Dr Currie has serious doubts about the importance or even the existence of immunological surveillance, yet he seems to accept the concept. He might have been more definite if he had considered more of the weighty evidence against this hypothesis. An important consideration is host resistance and the immune response but one would question some of the evidence which Dr Currie brings in favour of it. It is very probable that the clinical incidence of some tumours is very much lower than the post-mortem incidence and while this has been reported for carcinoma of the prostate, it has also been denied.
The dramatic response to chemotherapy of Burkitt's lymphoma and choriocarcinoma surprises Dr Currie and he implies that this good response may have been aided by immunological reactions on the part of the host. Such arguments are, as the author recognizes, very thin, particularly as there are tumours like melanomas where immunological mechanisms might also be involved but which respond very badly to chemotherapy.
Altogether there are eight chapters which give a very lucid presentation of the current state of the art of tumour specific antigens, host resistance, antigenicity of human tumours, effector mechanisms, immunological escape of tumours, prospects for immunotherapy of human cancer and immunodiagnosis, the last of which may very well have the most important application in tumour therapy. Fits before the television screen have caused much worry, and if they only happen there, they may prove to be problems of management. This is what this detailed monograph is about. Are these fits always caused by 'the box', or is the state of relaxation at home, in the evening when half asleepamong other thingscontributory?
Four hundred and sixty people who had some sort of epileptic response in their behaviour or in the EEG over a twelve-year period were studied statisticaiiy. Two-thirds had television epilepsy, and a third had 'spontaneous' attacks, with a spike-wave response in the EEG during photic stimulation. Attacks can be caused by a normally working set, but particularly if viewed closely with the full visual field of both eyes. Fortunately fits caused by flickering sunlight are rare, and whilst driving are almost unknown, because the flicker to be 'adequate' must be directly ahead and total; side lighting in the road does not matter. This ig the sort of information the survey offers in abundance, so that it is sure to help us to answer those awkward questions put to us from time to time. The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) at Lyon has been in the forefront of research into the role of herpes-viruses in human cancer for a decade now, especially in relation to nasopharyngeal carcinoma and that most intriguing of lesions, Burkitt's lymphoma (is it truly a neoplasm?).
In June 1971 the Agency promoted its first symposium on 'Oncogenesis and Herpesviruses' in Cambridge. So successful was the venture and its subsequent publication that a second symposium in Nuremberg followed hard on the heels of the first. The present volume, which appears in two parts, represents the proceedings of this second meeting. The symposium was held in October 1974 and the proceedings appeared in 1975, a very commendable speed of action on the part of the editors. It is also encouraging to find a healthy British participation among the numerous contributors.
That the seemingly innocent herpesvirus should have attracted so much attention in the field of oncogenesis, and should have such an importance, is itself a fascination. It is undoubted that naturally occurring tumours in experimental
